SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY MAY 12 2002

This is Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with 
a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central 
African Time in Afrikaans and at 08:30 Central African Time in 
English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at 
www.sarl.org.za and on packet bulletin boards.

In the news today:

GOOD NEWS FOR THE RAE CANDIDATES

RESULTS OF TWO VHF/UHF CONTESTS

THE SCOPEX EVENT DETAILS

SOME TIPS REGARDING ISS VOICE CONTACTS

Stay tuned for more details on these and other news items.

You are tuned to ZS6SRL.  Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL 
office which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 
for details on how to join the SARL, book sales and all related 
amateur radio activities.

The news follows in detail.

GOOD NEWS FOR THE RAE CANDIDATES

The next RAE takes place on Thursday May 23 2002.  A total of 112 
candidates have enrolled for the examination which will be written at 
13 different centres all over South Africa.

The SARL last week received a letter from ICASA stating that the new 
regulations had not yet been signed by the Minister.  This means that 
the pass mark for the forthcoming RAE will remain at 40% per subject 
with an average of 50% for the two.  The new requirement of 50% per 
subject and a mean of 65% to pass will only become in force after 
signing of the new regulations.

The SARL wishes success to all the candidates in the forthcoming RAE.  
Examination numbers as well as examination centre information was 
mailed to all candidates on Thursday May 2.  This information is also 
available on the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za.  A licence 
application form is also included.  Candidates must complete this 
form fully and hand it to the supervisor at the examination centre.

Candidates are requested to acquaint themselves of the physical 
address of his/her examination centre.  The examination starts 
punctually at 19:00.  Candidates are advised to check in at the 
examination centres at 18:45 already.  Candidates must take along 
their ID document and examination number as well as writing utensils 
and a pocket calculator.  Candidates who do not have an ID document, 
must take along their birth certificate.  Examination papers may only 
be completed in ink.

MARCH 2002 VHF CONTEST PROVISIONAL RESULTS

The provisional results, received from John Fielding, ZS5JF, for the 
March 2002 VHF/UHF contest are as follows:

FIELD STATION CATEGORY

ZS6EGB	19658 points;
ZS4BFN	16699,5;
ZS6SRC	9516;
ZS1CT		1351,5.

FIXED STATION - MULTIMODE

ZS6DDG	30093;
ZR6ZL		27994;
ZS6STN	19901;
ZS6VTB	14193;
V51C		6405.

FIXED STATION -  FM ONLY

ZS6XT		408;
ZR6RDU	239;
ZR5DK		208;
ZS5M		22.

These results will become final in 14 days unless a protest is lodged 
with the contest committee.

Comments:

A surprising start to the contest season with the fixed station 
category leaders trouncing the field stations best score by a large 
margin.  A close result between ZS6DDG and ZR6ZL promises to make 
this year's contest a close run thing.  The leading field station, 
ZS6EGB, has a slim lead over the nearest rival, ZS4BFN.  The 
September leg will no doubt see some changes in the final results.

As has become the norm in past years a spectacular opening on 6m 
netted the majority of the points for the leaders.  Looking through 
the logs one at times wondered if the logs where not from an HF 
contest as so few ZS callsigns appeared in the 6m logs.

The adjudication of the results were slightly delayed by a virus 
induced crash which caused the logs submitted by email to be lost.  A 
big thanks to all those stations who resubmitted their logs.

Please Note:  Contestants MUST NOT send logs by registered post.  The 
Post Office has informed us that unless it is addressed to a natural 
person they cannot hand the item to a post box holder without a 
written affidavit that the box is registered to the Contest 
Committee.  As this is John Fielding's personal post box he is unable 
to do that.

RESULTS OF THE JANUARY 2002 PEARS NATIONAL VHF/UHF CONTEST

LONG-DISTANCE WINNERS
50 & 144 MHz:	ZR1AEE & ZS6NK	1530 km;
432 MHz:	ZS6RAD & ZS6RTB	261 km.

MULTI-OPERATOR (e.g. club) WINNERS (ALL BANDS) (placing, call sign 
and points scored)
(1) ZS1ESC 15357;
(2) ZS2CE 8037;
(3) ZS6RTB 7932;
(4) ZS6DDX 6315;
(5) ZS6TVB 5605.

DIGITAL WINNERS (ALL BANDS)
(1) ZR1AEE 10806;
(2) ZS6WB 5096;
(3) ZS6NK 4182;
(4) ZS6DDX 1420;
(5) ZS6HS 170.

DIVISIONAL WINNERS (SINGLE OPERATOR)
50 MHz Fixed Station:	ZS1AGF 1768; ZS2BL 336; ZR3CDK 87;  ZR6ZL/4 
5444;  ZS6WB 2670;
50 MHz Field Station:	ZS2U 582;
144 MHz Fixed Station:	ZS2CLI 2049; ZR3CDK 654; ZR6ZL/4 4868; ZS6HS 
283;
144 MHz Field Station:	ZS2U 2512;
144 MHz QRP:	ZR1MAT 210; ZR5DK 700; ZS6PAK 1050;
432 MHz Fixed:	ZS2AI 71; ZR6ZL/4 1828; ZS6WB 244.

Please note that the scores of the 67 logs received will be published 
in the next issue of RADIO ZS.

DETAILS OF THE SCOPEX EVENT

The SCOPEX exhibition of the Johannesburg Centre of the Astronomical 
Society of Southern Africa and the Alberton Amateur Radio Club which 
was announced last week and to which young and old are invited, takes 
place this coming Saturday May 18 at the the SA Military History 
Museum (War Museum) at 22 Erlswold Road, Saxonwold  - next to the 
Johannesburg Zoo.

Entrance Fees are: Adults R5, Children R2 and Senior Citizens R3.

SCOPEX welcomes all, who are:
interested in star gazing;
have or want to build their own telescope;
just enjoy talking astronomy and telescope making;
and amateur radio.

SCOPEX starts at 10:00 and closes with a Star Party.

The Auditorium talks & shows START AT 10:00, and the subjects that 
will be covered are:
Galaxies;
Radio Astronomy;
The Sun;
SALT (South African Large Telescope);
Comets and Asteroids;
Solar Eclipses;
Meteorite Hunting in SA;
Introduction to Telescopes;
GPS overview;
"What's up" in the sky tonight.

There will be a wide range of interesting exhibits, including:
Self-made and commercial telescopes, a portable radio telescope, 
scopes with filters to observe sunspots and flares, a solar scope to 
project sunspots, a model of SALT, 'meteor-wrong' display, special 
optics and astrophotography exhibits by amateurs.

There will be goods to buy:
Telescopes and accessories, back-copies of Sky and Telescope, T-
shirts and Caps and do-it-yourself planisheres.
And competitions:
Launching water bottle rockets and a raffle to win binoculars.

The Alberton Amateur Radio Club will be operating a special event 
station, ZS6NOM (Nasionale OorlogsMuseum) and invite all amateurs to 
join us in a picnic.  Pack you basket and take part in the activities 
offered.  the Porky club will also have their 2nd reunion that day; 
make sure you do not miss it.

There will be someone on standby for directions on the 145,400 
repeater we will be using the URL node on the 145,675 to make it 
interesting for the visitors.

The war museum boasts a gun park with displays of 20th century 
artillery, tanks and planes for those who are interested in these 
things.

For more information you can contact Koos, ZS6JPY, on 082 461 2819.

SOME TIPS REGARDING ISS VOICE CONTACTS

The following are a few comments on how to make voice contacts with 
those on board the International Space Station (ISS).

1.  Remember that the footprint of the ISS is essentially large 
enough to cover an area the size of Australia or the whole of sub-
Saharan Africa.  That means that anyone in South Africa who is 
transmitting on the uplink frequency, may well be within "line-of-
sight" of the ISS.  This in turn means that the ISS crew can probably 
hear everyone calling on that frequency, no matter where they are in 
the country.

2.  Listen on the downlink frequency, which is 145,800 MHz, and never 
transmit on that frequency.

3.  If you hear an ISS crew member, please do not transmit unless you 
hear that they are calling.  They may already be in a QSO with 
someone else.

4.  Please keep quiet on the uplink frequency during the QSOs you can 
hear on the downlink.  For the ISS, our (Region 1) uplink frequency 
is 145,200 MHz.  Note that unless you are also monitoring the uplink 
frequency and the person in conversation with the cosmonaut or 
astronaut is located near you, you will only be able to hear one side 
of the conversation.  This means that there could be reasonably long 
periods of silence on the downlink frequency.  The rule therefore is 
to listen, listen, listen, before calling.

5.  When you call, only give your callsign once (phonetically if 
you'd prefer to), then listen again until you are sure it will be 
correct to call again.  Don't give their callsign or say things like 
"NA1SS, NA1SS.  This is ZS6XYZ.  Mark do you copy?"

If everyone follows these simple rules, the chances of many 
successful and confirmed contacts will be greatly improved.  That way 
you will also stand a better chance of a contact, as the 
astronaut/cosmonaut will probably spend less time listening to an 
overcrowded and garbled uplink.

The same issues apply to other manned spacecraft such at the Space 
Shuttles, except that the frequencies would not necessarily be the 
same.  However, general QSOs from the Shuttles have become less 
common since the ISS has been inhabited.

SARLNEWS thanks all contributors, individuals, clubs and other 
organizations for contributions to this bulletin and all stations who 
so reliably relay the bulletins.

This bulletin was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read 
by..........from .......as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International 
on 21560, 9750 and 7082 kHz and 145,750 MHz in the Pretoria area.  A 
repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 20:00 CAT on 3215 kHz.  
ARMI is sponsored by Telkom and Sentech.

At noon on Sundays the SARL President's net is on the air on 7082 
kHz.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX

